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YOU KNOW HOW YOU CAN 
TELL A PERSON WAS. 
KILLED BY A SIPENA? 


10 


WELL, DO YOU KNOW 
ы THAT SIRENA DON'T 
М REMAIN IN WATER? 


GOODS LIKE AN Y] 7 
ORDINARY PERSON. ` 


I DON'T SMELL LIKE 
FISH, 00 IP 


sz 


ZA 


1 
Г 


і 
j^ 


r 


PEN 1 LATE ОР APE 
YOU JUST EARLY? 


TM JUST EARLY 
1 GUESS. HOW'S 
YOUR COMPUTER? 


E d 


z 
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CONE ON. LET'S GET 
OUT OF HERE BEFORE 
WE вет MUGGED. 


WON'T THAT BE THE 
CHERRY ON TOP. 


YOU KNOW, YOU 
LOOK YOUNGE? THAN І 
THOUGHT. 15 YOU? МАМЕ 
PEALLY IGNACIO? 


CALL YOU `NASH' OR 
SOMETHING? 


DON'T EVEN THINK 
OF CALLING ME 
THAT, 
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GRAY VEINS IS A 
WHITE ӨРНЕСЕ, 
LIT UP ON THE 
X-RAY PRINT 
LIKE A - 


THEY CALL THIS 
DISEASE ROSE, ONE 
OF THE SO-CALLEO 

SPONTANEOUS DISEASES, 
PLAGUING THE CITY. 


WITHIN ча HOURS, 
THIS SPHERE - A BUO 
- WILL GROW 
LARGER, SLOWLY 
UNFOLDING. 


COLLECTION OF POSE 
BLOOMS, PRESERVED, 


LOOK THE SAME, ONE, 
STRIKINGLY BEAUTIFUL, 
RESEMBLES A 
CHRYSANTHEMUM. 


ROSE #457 - PATIENT Z. 
11 Y0, F, BRAIN 


TF DETECTED 
BEFORE THE POOTS 
APPEAR, THE ВИР CAN 
BE REMOVED VIA 


POLND-THE-CLOCK 

MONITORING AND, 

AFTER THE FLOWER 
APPEARS, PAIN 


ОР РАОТАТТОМ WILL 
STOP THE 
BLOSSOMING,, 


T THOUGHT 
THEY HAD 
SOMETHING 
IEW TO SAY, 


АН, КТО. WHY BOTHER 
WATCHING THIS 
DEPRESSING DRIVEL? 


MOST CASES “Ў 
SADLY ENO UP IN 
HOSPICES ANO 
PALLIATIVE CARE, 
OR TN VOLUNTARY 
EUTHANASIA. 
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I'VE HAD IT EVER SINCE Т 
WAS A LITTLE KID, ВИТ 1 DON'T 
REMEMBER A LOT OF THINES 
FROM МУ CHILDHOOD, 


P 


THIS WILL SOUND I MAKE SURE IT'S 
WEIRD, BUT 1 DONT COVERED - ALWAYS, 


рае VON Y CIT 


ANO т DON'T 
EVEN KNOW 
WHY. 


NY THERAPIST SAIO IT MIGHT 
BE CONNECTED TO TRAUMA. 
WE'VE ТРІЄО HYPNOSIS, 
вит NOTHING - 


БОРРУ. WHAT І MEAN ТО 
SAY 16 IT'S РИСКЕО-ИР. 


E LUNA, 
CONRAD 
MENDOZA 
HUMAN ИМОН MAGICA 


SORRY ABOUT 
THAT, WELL COME 
BACK SOME 


US, 15 THAT 
ALL агент? 


YOU'RE NOT IN 
PAIN, ARE YOU? 


ЭИ | “IT гета FRUSTRATING, SOMETIMES. 
> | eur Ive LEARNED TO LET IT €O.” 


“ESPECIALLY NOW. THE THINGS: 
TVE FORGOTTEN - THEY DON'T 
MATTER. NOT ANYMORE.” 
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19 THIS youp 
FIPST TIME TO SEE 
A WHITE SHADOW? 


+ 


YOU CAN'T 
REALLY STOP 
THEM. 


Т WONDER WHO 
SHE 15. THE. 
SHADOW'S HOST. 


SHE'S: 
WEARING A 
DRESS. SHE'S 
PROBABLY IN 


b A PARTY. 


STOPPING THEM - IT'S LIKE 

ASKING A CANCER CELL TO 

STOP DIVIDINS. AND IF YOU 
KILL IT, THE HOST DIES. 


WHAT IN THE 
WORLO АРЕ 
THOSE PEOPLE 
DOING? 


YOU HAVEN'T 
SEEN THAT 


THERE IS A FACEBOOK PAGE 
РОР THIS. ANO A TWITTER 
ACCOUNT. FINO HOST. 


WON'T FINO A SHADOW 
THAT LOOKS LIKE THEM. 


ТО THE SHADOW HAPPENS 
TO THE HOST BODY, RIGHT? 


FEEDING IT 
PESULARLY 
ЗО THE HOST 
WON'T DIE, 


THERE HAVE GEEN STORIES 
ОР WHITE SHADOWS цур чі 
DISAPPEARING AFTER кено: WELL, AT LEAST IT'S БЕТТЕР 

WEEKS, SO THAT NES DON'T THINK SO. THAN HAVING A BLACK 
PEOPLE HOPE SHADOW, WHICH ACTS LIKE 
175 EASIER то 
RESTRAIN SOMEONE 


THAN FORCE SOMEONE 
TO MOVE. 


Г AND THESE 
STORIES HAVE 
GEEN VERIFIED? 


DAMN. APE 
YOU TAKING THINK I CAN 


THE DOCTOR 

РРЕЗСРІВЕО 
FUCK. APE NITROGLYCERIN. 
YOU OKAY? 


IT'S OKAY. ‘OKAY, LET'S GET 
IT COMES YOU SOMETHING 
АКО 6065. STRONGER. 


— COMMEMORATION OF THE 
FIFTEENTH DEATH ANNIVERSARY 
OF ALANDRA, THE LAST QUEEN OF x 
LAMGANA. PRO-DIWATA GROUPS. = IT WAS A CLAIM 
CONTEND THAT ALANOQA ОТО NOT REFUTED ВУ THE SALVADOR 
COMMIT SUICIDE, QUT WAS ADMINISTRATION, WHICH 


MURDERED ON THE FIELD OF TRUCE РФООЦСЕО EVIDENCE THAT 
FOLLOWING HER ALLEGED REFUSAL ALANORA EPANTED ENTRANCE 
ТО LET HUMAN AMBASSADORS g MONTHS BEFORE SHE TOOK 
ENTER LAMGANA’S Я 

SOLO MINES. 


AXIS MINING SUCCESSFULLY EX-AMBASSADOP TO LAMBANA 
MINED GOLD AND OTHER АМО NOW SENATOR JOSEPH 
PRECIOUS STONES IN LAMBANA VENTURA SITS FOR AN INTERVIEW 
FOR FIVE YEARS UNTIL THE REALM, 
CLOSED ITS DOORS FOR 
GOOD A DECADE AGO. 


FALANORA THE сив 
AND THE CIVIL WAR 
THAT TORE LAWSANA TO 


VENTUPA 15 THE 


PPOPONENT OF THE 
VENTURA ACT, OTHERWISE 
KNOWN AS THE MAGIC 
PROHIBITION ACT, 


LEADING TO THE 
COLLAPSE OF THE 

HLIMAN-DIWATA 
TRADE INDUSTRY, 


IT WAS SIENEO 
NTO LAW LATE LAST YEAR 
FOLLOWING THE RISE IN 

HEX-eELATED DEATHS AND 
INCIDENTS OF THE 50- 

CALLED SPONTANEOUS 


+. 


ATE LARAP T РАМ OUT OF 
CIGARETTES, САМ Т 


вото, 
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АН, HERE IT 18. LET'S JUST 
WAIT FOR ІТ TO COMPLETELY 


MATERIALIZE. 


d anean. LAPISSA'S 
WAITING. 
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WE'RE I DON'T THINK 
RIGHT SIDE-UP? | DELIGHTFUL IS 

HO B THE WORD THAT 
COMES TO MIND. 


МАМ, N 
2 


ни) 
THEY'RE DELIGHTFUL, 
AREN'T THEY? 


‘GREETINGS! AND 
WHAT NAME DO YOU 
€O ау NOW? 


Земдсто. HOW 
DELIGHT FUL. 


CONRAD. IT'S NICE 
TO MEET YOU. 


LARISSA. I 
KNOW THE &OY. 


томен Ji А 
a LIKEWISE, MY 


YES, DEAREST, FOR 
THE PAIN, ANO TO KEEP 
THE BLOSSOMING AT 
BAY FOR NOW. 


ЕЗ 


TASTES 
HORRIO вит IT'S 
CTE. 


IT'S OKAY, JUST 
ORINK IT SLOWLY. 


Т/М DOING THIS FOR 

FREE AS А FAVOR ТО 

IGNACIO, HE SAYS HE 
OWES you. 


"OWE" тө A STRONG WORD. I 
JUST HELPED HIM FIX HIS 
INTERNET CONNECTION. 


REALLY! HE 
CALLED ME UP TO 
COMMISSION A LOGO 
DESIEN FOR THE HOW HE CAN CONNECT 
COMPANY HE WORKS TO THE INTERNET. HE 
FOR. А, HAD ALOT OF 
QUESTIONS. 


ON A WHIM, I 
‘SENT НІМ AN EMAIL 
INVITATION TO AN 
ONLINE ере 
SESSION 


FIXED HIS INTERNET AND HAVE 
DONE МУ JOB. HAHA. 


DRINK THIS AT THE LAST 
ноце, BEFORE THE PAIN 
BECOMES UNBEARABLE. 


DO SOMETHING FUN 
BEFORE THEN, WHY 
DON'T YOL. 


SOMETHING 
'"AUTIFUL. 


I CAN'T 
AFFORD THE 
HOSPICE. 


UNLESS YOU HAVE 
A DRINK THAT CAN 
REMOVE THE BUD 

WITHOUT KILLING ME. 


WANT ТО веда A 


SITE? Г/М BUYING. 


J7 ARE you 
DIWATA? 


“z 


No, т.т OUST 

THOUGHT YOU 
HAO GOOD 

CONNECTIONS. 


WELL, THANKS 
FOR HELPING ме. 


YOU'RE NOT 
ANGRY, IF Т 
WERE YOU, т EE он 
WOULO GE. SHOULO HAVE 
FURIOUS, SEEN ME THIS 
моемтне. 


1 JUST - THERE'S NO 
POINT, 15 THERE? IT'LL 
HAPPEN, WHETHER TM 


T SHOULD 
HAVE зоцент 
YOU A BEER. you 


=> 
_((зизтеттән 
MY BURGER. 


OL HAVE THAT FORM 
Ое MAGIC HERE. 
YOLR FEMALES HAVE 
THE AGILITY TO 
GRING LIFE. 


ШТ 


TMAGINE, THEYN 


САМ NOURTSH A 
‘CHILO USING 
ONLY THEIR 
200125. 


WHY DIDN'T 
YOU JUST 
MAKE THE 


РОТТОМ 
YOURSELF? 


I'LL LET YOU IN ON A 
SECRET: IN LAMBANA, MAGIC 
FLOWS THROLIGH THE 
FEMALE BLOODLINE. MALE 
DIWATA CAN LEARN, ВИТ 
WITH FEMALES, THE SKILL 
19 INNATE. 


2 Z ANYWAY, WITH THE. 
DOORWAYS TO LAMBANAN 


| CLOSE, oue masie 15 | 


FOR EXAMPLE, 
I'VE BEEN STUCK 
HERE EVER SINCE THE 


а TRADE ASPEEMENT 
50 DIO... JVE S0 тилн WAS STONED, 1 KNOW 


DID THE QUEEN MOST DIWATA YOU'LL 
MEET WON'T EVEN де MUCHAS, 


AH, WHO CARES? IT 
/ON'T CHANGE THE TRUTH! 


WAS NEVER A CIVIL 
WAR - THAT LAMBANA 


Гоше PARTY-LIST system 
18 A JOKE, THERE 15 NO 
TRUE REPRESENTATION 
FOR us, 


ETO HELP PASS THE 
VENTURA ACT. ANO THE 
MEDICAL COMMUNITY 


ALSO HEAR NEWS 
THAT THE SOS WERE ‚ттн мате GONE, 


CREATED BY DIWATA THEIR PROFIT 
HIPED ВУ THE SKYROCKETED, 


GOVERNMENT - 


BECAUSE 

PEOPLE WENT 

TO DOCTORS 
AGAIN, 


‚ POLITICS, 
І REALLY HAVE 
NO ANSWERS 

FOR YOU. 


ARE YOU GAME FOR AT 
LEAST TWO MORE STOPS? 
I САМ GET YOU MORE 
PAINKILLERS, ВИТ. FROM 
ANOTHER SOURCE 


UNLESS YOU'D. 
РАТНЕР GO HOME 
ANO REST. 


NO, NO, ги. JUST 
DRIVE MYSELF CRAZY 
SITTING ALONE IN МУ 


“ 
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Он MY GOD! 
он AY вор! Jf 
вет our OF “we 
THE WAY, MISS! 2 


WHAT DIO | 
| : SHE SAY? 
| 4 


т 


DIWATA IN FRONT ОҒ 
THE GUEST, IT'S RUDE. 


№... 
y ÁPOLOGIES FOP 
E HIS ES 
Пат EI Й 


TAND STOP SPEAKING IN” 


SOMEONE 
ВРОКЕ IN HERE 
LAST NIGHT. 


HERE AND NOTICED 
L. THROW ME IN, 


JAIL, ТОО, 


о THEY TAKE 
L. 


> 1 


TO FIND THE 
HERALOER 


A 
Ан, SHUCKS, 


( YOU HAVE A ВЦО è [ I THOUGHT JULIET ч 
IN YOUR HEART. “с Ф наотне sane. AN 
4 Г, Til 
NN. TW / 
Y \ INN | 


1 
Й 


SHE GETS THESE CHEST 

PAINS, AND REALLY BAD 

HEADACHES, WE'VE ONLY 

BEEN TOGETHER А 
MONTH THEN, TTOLO HER TO 

СЕТ HERSELF CHECKED, 
QUT SHE WAS HESITANT 
BECAUSE 909 ARE NOT 


THE SCANS. 
CAME BACK 
NEGATIVE. 


LATER, AFTER SHE 
SPENT AN ЕМТІРЕ DAY 
LOCKEO UP IN THE 
ФООМ, REFUSING ТО 


NOT COVERED 
APPARENTLY. 
ау THE HMOS. sue’ HAD THE 


y 
T DO NOT G 
UNDERSTAND 


THIS SAONESS, 


CHEMICALS IN 
HER BRAIN, HER 
DOCTOR SAID. 


SADNESS LIKE THIS 
IN LAMBANA. 


Ой? SADNESSES 
WERE FLEETING. HERE 
NOW, GONE THE NEXT 
MOMENT. 
AFTER LAMBANA 
CLOSED, I FELT A 
SAONESS 1 THOUGHT 
WAS UNFATHOMAGLE. 


fT WASN'T. I BRUSHED 
MYSELF OFF, WORKED ООО 


5085, SAVED MONEY. 
MOVED ON. 


(ДУ GRIEF ENDED, 
JULIET'S DION. 


(SHE SAID SHE'LL 
теу HARDER. 


т SHOULO'VE 
тетео HARDER. 


SHE DOESN'T 
KNOW WHAT SHE 
WAS моцемме THIS WORLD, 
FOR, ВИТ SHE MAYBE? MAYBE 
GRIEVED SHE MOLIPNEO 
EVERY ОДУ. FOR THIS: 
WOPLO? 


T COULO NOT 
COMFORT HER. 


I COULO ONLY HELP HER 
> ін РАУ FOR HER MEDS, 
| 


‘ONE DAY SHE DID HER 
OWN ОРИБЗТОРЕ РИМ AND 
САМЕ BACK LOOKING 
LIKE нег NORMAL SELF. 


TM SUPE you've 
DONE ALL you 
COULD, MELISSA. 


Í WHAT дае YOU 
Ё WORKING ON? 


БОРУ, 1 A 
| SUCH A MESS. 
LIKE MY FLICKING 
E НАНА 


W т зве уои 
THERE, GIVE МЕ 
THE NOTEROOK, 


ean. Д. 
Он, SURE. 
NOWORRIES, 
Ñ \ 
A 
7 
P || 
i 


за 


HOW DARE YOU 
АНЫН AHUH HOW 
DARE YOU GET 
OUT OF HERE SET 
OUT OF МУ Анин 


T HATE YOU 
АНЫН AHLIH днин 
І HATE YOU 


SO WHO 15 
Д SOLEDAD? 


YOU KNOW. PUBLIC 
RELATIONS? SOMETHING 
LIKE THAT. ( 
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" FORGIVE МЕ, Tu 
2 WHERE TS 
-COENIZE SOLEDAD? 


Ан, CHILD. 1 LEAVE 
YOU FOR TEN 
MINUTES AND... 


CAN MY FRIENO SIT М 5 
HERE FOR А WHILE? N 3 
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OF COURSE, 
your - SIP. Y 


ти комоєртне гл VEA 
WONDERINE те РЕРНАРӘ WEY 


YOu can ные ке ^ p 


өне оцет VR 
PREPARING тт. 29 


SHE LEFT, SIP. TWO 
WEEKS AGO. WE STILL 
DON'T KNOW WHERE: 
SHE IS. 


SHE USED ТО 
TRAVEL WITH 
ANOTHER GIRL 
BEFORE. WHEE 


"I5 THAT WHAT 
НЕ TOLD YOU?" 


WHAT ОТО YOU 
DO ТО МЕР YOU 
BASTARD! 


"DON'T BELTEVE 
EVERYTHING HE SAYS." 


YOU'VE FALLEN 
ASLEEP OLT HERE 
AGAIN. 


т веоцент SOME 
FISH FOR your 


МІСЕ DAY TODAY. LET'S 
LEAVE THIS BASKET 
WITH YOU? MOTHER AND 
LET'S GO FOR A WALK. 


MOTHER, 


ОН. HELLO. I WAS 


و 


WHAT STORY SHOLLO 
T TELL YOU TODAY? 


YOU KNOW HOW YOU CAN 
TELL A PERSON WAS. 
KILLED ВУ A SIRENA? 


по 


us 


THEY SOUND LIKE 
A SELF-CENTERED, 
HOTHEADED LOT. 


WELL, ОО YOU 
KNOW THAT. 
SIRENA DON'T 
PEMAIN IN 

WATER? 2 


IT'S TRUE! THEY 
CAN LEAVE THE. 
RIVER. FORM LESS. 


I DON'T 
SMELL LIKE 
FISH, DO 12 


NOTHING, т THINK WE 
SHOULD HEAD BACK, 


Ое YOUR MOTHER 
\ DIES ON THIS 
AVERY SPOT. 


THE SIRENA'S 
HEART ANO TWIST, 


YOU CAN'T DO 
THIS. YOU DON'T 
UNDERSTAND! 


E DONT KNOW WHAT THEY ave 


БАЗА талт ONCE LAMGANA 16 
‚LAND OUR POWERS 
STRENGTHENED WE SHA 
DECLARE WAR ON Ezê KIND 


AND SHALL 
WE CLOSE 


THE DOOR 
BEHIND US? 


CONPAD? 


"CONRAD?" 


CONRAD..FOREIVE ME. 
І WANTED ТО TELL YOU 
WHEN I SAW THE МАРК 
ON YOUR WEIST, BUT І 
отомт KNOW HOW. 


вит не SHOLLO HAVE REEN 
даце TO SEE EVERYTHING 
CLEARLY, RIGHT? 


T ASSUME THE 
MEMORY WAS FROM 
HIS CHILOHOOD? 
HE'S REGRESSED, 


(Vor course, 
МУ PRINCE. 
DON'T WORPY, THE РО 
RESRESSION 15 £ 


TEMPORARY. 
q 
FRIEND 


WILL BE BACK 


TO HIS OLO 
SELF IN — 


WE ARE HERE 
ON THE STRENGTH OF 
THE VENTURA ACT! DO 
NOT PESIST АРРЕБТ! 


І REPEAT: DO NOT 
RESIST ARREST! 


== -2 
РШ Г W 
ED в»; 


WELL, DIWATA? 
WE ARE IN THE 
RIGHT PLACE? 


1 SAID, NO 
INTERACTION’ 


Т HAVE NOT 
DONE THIS 
IN YEARS. 


CONRAO! WELCOME 
BACK TO THE САМО 
OF THE LIVING! 


AND FUCK 
YOU, THIS 15 


зо YOU DION'T 
SEE THE MAN 
WHO того YOU 
TO DO ITP 


T HAO A SISTER, 
AY MOTHER 
NEVER TOLD ME. 


вит WHY DID. 
YOU DO ITP WHY 
DID YOU BRINE. 
ME ТО SOLEDAD) 
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PERHAPS SHE 
HAS FORGOTTEN 


A 


ANO SHE'S NOT YOUR SISTER. 
SHE IS (ЕРТ СУ THE SIRENA 
WITH YOLR MOTHER. TO 
APPEASE HER, FOR TAKING 
YOUR FATHER’S LIFE. 


I REALIZE 


т THOUGHT 
‘YOU MIGHT WANT 
TO KNOW. 


REMENBERED 
THAT MAN'S. 
FACE. 


Rs) 


UH - WHAT ARE 
> TAKINS THE 
WE DOING. HERE TOAN WAAT 
ч ELSE? 


ОТО WE JUST = 


Уго AQOUNO ү | 


| = РРОУТОВО you 
HAVE THE AGILITY ТО 
| \ OPEN THE DOOR, 


LAMBANA'S 
QUEEN? AND 
SHE'S YOUR 
REVOLUTIONS OF MOTHER? 
THE HARSH SUN. 4 


А HUMAN? IN МУ 
PRESENCE? 


TVE GEEN 
THINKING, 
MOTHER. FOR 
YEARS I'VE 
BEEN 
THINKING, 


H/ НАТ MADE YOU 
[THINK THAT T WOULO 
HELP A HUMAN? 


NONSENSE. THE 
CONFLICT WITH 
SIRENA WAS AN 
INSIDIOUS PUMOR, 
À FABRICATION - 
NOTHING MOR! 
1T HAD NO BASIS IN. 4 
OY РЕД. ПУ. САМВАМА HAD A 
6000 RELATIONSHIP WITH 
THE SIRENA, UNTIL YOU 
HAD ONE KILLED. 


T LEFT THE 
PRINCESS IN 
THEIR САРЕ, 


Т LEFT HER WITH 
THE SIRENA ТО 
KEEP HER SAFE, 


WANTED TO KEEP Мо, 
sare unti sne тә ог Ур 
AGE, UNTIL SHE 15 


‘STRONG ENOUGH. 


You HAVE FIGUREO our 
THAT THE HEXES САМЕ 
FROM САМВАКА. 


AT'S TRUE, вит IT WAS 
FOR THE DEFENSE OF THE 
HETRESS APPARENT, 


THE HEXES WERE TO LEAVE 
LAMBANA AND ENTER THE HUMAN 
REALM ТЕ THE PRINCESS WENT 
НРОЦЕН THE THRESHOLD BEFORE 

HER ДРРОТМТЕО TIME. 


WHY DO YOU THINK 
YOUR SISTER IS LEFT IN 
THE CARE ОР A SIPENA2 


THE SIRENA НЮ 
HER FROM US! 


THE SIPENA НАР N 
ALWAYS LONGED FOR 
THE DOWNFALL OF - 


THE SIPENA DEEMED IT 
NECESSARY TO CLOAK HEP IN 
HUMAN SKIN AND LEAVE НЕР 
WITH A HUMAN SURROGATE 


FAMILY, AND T ALLOWED IT. | 
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WHY DION'T YOU 
TELL ME THIS? 


WHY WOULO 1 
TELL ANYONE FROM 
LAMBANA THIS? 


IF THE DIWATA KNEW А 


QUEEN'S DALIGHTER 
WAS LYING IN WAIT, 00 
YOU THINK THE HEXES 
WOULD DETER THEM? 


SHE WAS 
NOT STRONE 
емоцан, 
SHE АВОТСАТЕО: 
THE THEONE, OP 


ее 
GEM ER 
TWICE BEFORE PATIENT, 


а 
HERE МЕ АРЕ, 
KILLING А STENA? SON, Баце: 
TOO WEAK TO 
You DION'T. EVEN AVENGE 
OURSELVES. 
EVERYONE WANTED 4 


2 
TO SO НОМЕ, I 


ТО EVEN 
RECOGNIZE THAT. THINK OF 
VENGEANCE 


WHY DION'T YOU 
TELL ME? 1 AM 


m YOU? SON! 


THEY TURN 

SINISTER WHEN 

THEY CROSS THE 
THRESHOLD. 


THIS 15 WHERE 
SHE 15 NOW, 
ISN'T SHE? 


> YOU KNOW, THE 
DIWATA. THE ONE 
WHO WENT тнеоцен. 
THE DOOR. 


МОТ THIS 
AGAIN. 


BUT WHY NOT, 
SISTER? WHY CAN'T 
WE TRY AGAIN? 


YOU TRANSFERRED 

CONTROL OF THE KINGDOM 

TO ANOTHER FAMILY THAT'S. 
NOT EVEN IN LINE FOR 


WANT A SIMPLE 
LIFE, BROTHER. I'M 
HAPPIER HERE, 


SISTER. ОН, 
SISTER, PLEASE 
FORGIVE ME— 


15 THIS THE 
LIFE YOU 


MISERABLE LOVER WHO 
CHOOSES TO DIE GY HER 
OWN HAND РАТНЕР THAN 
REMAIN FOR ANOTHER 
SECOND WITH YOU? 


HOW DARE YOU 
АНЫН АНЫН HOW 
DASE you eer our 
OF HERE GET OUT 
OF MY АҒЫН OH 


T HATE YOU 
Анин Анун AHUH 
1 HATE YOU 
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WELL, THIS 
PLACE LOOKS 
FAMILIAR. 


SHE COULO 
HELP SO MANY 
PEOPLE, 


YOU DON'T NEED) 
TO THANK ME, T JUST 
NEED YOU TO KEEP 
THIS A SECRET, 


GUT OPENING 
DOORS - THEY 
WEAKEN НЕР. 


SHE'S NO: 

LONGER AS 

STRONG AS 
BEFORE, 


NEED TO CALL 
AY MOTH 
so 
DEA. 
ex 


QUESTIONS, BUT T 
THINK 1 SHOULD сет 
SOME PEST втовт, „б 


OF YOURSELF, 
ALL PISHT? 


LL CALL We 
YOU LATER. 


AFTERWORD 


Eliza is not too fond of writing afterwords. Probably it's because she wants to let the 
work speak for itself, which is how it really should be. Or perhaps she's busy writing ten 
literary pieces at the same time. Avid readers of her works know how productive she is. 
But! for one love to read afterwords after l'm done reading a whole book, especially if 
the experience was good and | don't want it to end just yet. It's a way of cooling down or 
easing my way out of the world | have just experienced. | also love to see the process on 
how a book came to be. So if you are like me, this is for you. 


(Just to be clear: it's better to read this Afterword after the story, as this contains spoilers.) 


This project started in 2013. | have just released two issues of my ongoing comic series 
TABI PO that time. Since those were released, | received a bunch of emails and Facebook 
messages from authors who want to have their comic script illustrated and Eliza was one 
of them. I've read some of her short stories so | was excited to see what she was about to 
propose. The sample script for AFTER LAMBANA did not disappoint. | immediately liked it. 
There was a bunch of elements that were similar in both our works but there was enough 
differences as well. We both used the rich world of Philippine mythology аз а source, but 
her story was set in the present, while mine was set mostly in the past. | liked this contrast 
in our work. І saw that it gave me a chance to draw different things than what I usually 

do in TABI PO - cars, trains, and buildings instead of trees. | was also excited in the visual 
imagery thet | could contribute to the story. Eliza shortly gave me the complete script. 


It isn't easy to illustrate a comic while trying to earn a living through freelancing, so it 
took me three years to finish it. My personal life was in chaos during those three years as 
well. I experienced a lot of hardships. | was heartbroken, healed, married, and became 

a father. To think that the events in this story happened in just one night! It also took a 
while because we do not want it to be released prematurely. We want to deliver a product 
with high quality so that you can enjoy it as well, After all, comics із an art form. It's a 
balancing of words and imagery to tell a cohesive story. | hope we are able to deliver that 
in AFTER LAMBANA. This is Eliza’s first comic and this is ту first complete comic because 
all of my other works are still ongoing, so there's a feeling of fulfilment for me as well 
upon finishing this. | hope you enjoyed reading this as much as we had fun creating it. 


Mervin Malonzo 


COLOR DESIGN 
One of my goals in this comic is to experiment with colors. І chose to color code the 
different parts of the story according to the world they are іп and whether it's on the past 
or present. The real world present time is red and green. The past is yellow and violet. The 
Lambana dimension is blue and orange. And the mirror dimension (my term; do not 
know what Eliza calls it) where Alandra resides is the reverse of the real world - green for 
the light and red for the shadows. 


‘These are the first images | did for After Lambana 


“BOOKS TO SPAN THE EAST AND WEST" 
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